






This year’s feature 
author was 

 

Pamela  
Galeano 

 

Pam shared her writing journey and explained how 
Mahogany Gliders travel from tree to tree,  

then read from her picture-book 

Glissandra the Glider Glissandra the Glider; Elmo the 
Orphan; Hull River Rolley; Count 
Back Crocodile; Count on Country 



Photograph by Sonya Bramich 



Science Rhymes author 
and Garden Party host 
Celia Berrell introduced 
the poets from Whitfield 
State School and Trinity 
Anglican School. 

Photograph by Sonya Bramich 

http://www.sciencerhymes.com.au/your-poems


A Water Welcome  by Celia Berrell 
recited by Yi Hsiang 
  
Water is the friendliest 
of substances I know. 
It’s found within all living cells 
and helps the plants to grow. 
  
It welcomes many other things 
dissolving them within. 
Like sugar, tea and coffee. 
With a stir, they all join in. 
  
I gently touch the surface of 
some water in a pond 
and watch it hug my finger like 
we’ve made a friendship bond. 
  
And as it flows and trickles 
it will make a happy sound. 
As though it’s greeting everything 
within the world around. 

Photograph by Sonya Bramich 



Dripping Icicles by Jimin 
  
Icicles shimmering,  
clear and cold. 
Icicles glistening,  
standing out bold. 
They hang in all sizes  
from short and long. 
Brittle and fragile,  
but also strong. 
  
When icicles melt,  
then puddles will form 
when winter is done  
and the weather turns warm. 
Dripping in rhythms  
and plopping in rhyme 
they’ll come back again …  
another time! 
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Fragile Icicle Flowers  by Hannah 
  
Ice flowers made of H2O 
don’t need the Sun for them to grow. 
Ice flowers form at the base of some plants. 
It seems they appear simply by chance. 
  
When soil is moist and night air cold 
capillary action takes a hold. 
As water rises from the earth 
it freezes, making flowers birth. 
  
Ice flowers are shining bright 
as the mystical moon casts it's light. 
Each tiny icicle curves and squiggles,  
creating those flowery waves and wiggles. 
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Ice Flower image courtesy of Dr James R Carter: http://my.ilstu.edu/~jrcarter/  

http://my.ilstu.edu/~jrcarter/


Ice Flowers by Evie 
  
Such complexity and beauty 
In a simple form 
But only cold conditions: 
Winter or Autumn. 
The sap in the stem escapes 
Thin cracks will form 
Then water is drawn 
It touches the air 
Ice petals will form. 
That is how an ice flower is born. 
  
Ravishing and rare 
Not found everywhere 
Of course green plants can create 
Yet also on wood, a fence or a gate 
Where water comes through the gate’s pores 
The forces push this delicate cause.  

Photograph by Sonya Bramish 

So tempting to touch 
But wait, don’t rush 
Ice flowers will break  
Don’t make the mistake 
Instead snap your lens 
For the longest keepsake. 



Destructive Floods by Charlie 
 
Life needs water to survive. 
It’s nature’s way to give and provide. 
But floods can cause rivers to rise and rise 
like tears that well-up in our eyes. 
  
Flooding water’s might and power 
can crush us like a flimsy flower 
and cut its way through rocky land. 
Beware flood’s harsh destructive hand. 
  
But floods can have a positive side. 
Spreading water far and wide. 
Giving plants a long life-span. 
Helping heal the dried-up land. 

Photograph by Pam Galeano 



Water Worldwide by Jonathan 
  
Water glistens, shiny and clear. 
From every stream runs Earth’s long tear. 
Its floods can cause a lot of strife 
and yet it is the gift of life. 
  
Water problems happen worldwide. 
With too much water many have died. 
With too little water; nothing lives. 
So water takes and water gives. 

Photograph by Pam Galeano 



Ice Floats by Celia Berrell 
read by Myuri 
  
Water is exceptional. 
It disobeys a rule. 
Its solid form is lighter 
than its liquid, which is cool! 
  
Most elements and compounds will 
behave with much more sense. 
Compared with their own liquid form 
their solid form’s more dense. 
  
But put an ice-cube in a drink. 
You’ll notice that it floats. 
One-tenth above; nine-tenths below. 
Like ice-bergs you will note. 
  
These ice-sheets form a blanket 
so the water underneath 
remaining as a liquid 
doesn’t freeze the fish to death. 
  
Imagine how our world would be 
if solid-water sank. 
The Sun could hardly melt it 
which would be a deadly prank. 

  
As years went by the ice would fill 
the oceans to the top. 
And life as we all know it 
would eventually stop. 
 

Photograph by Sonya Bramich 

Ice-cubes in a drink would sink 
and only cool the bottom. 
Snowflakes might not form at all! 
A thought that’s really rotten. 

We owe our life in part to 
water’s scientific token. 
That rare occasions will exist 
where rules are better broken! 



Our feature author today is Pamela Galeano 
with her Picture book Glissandra the Glider.  
  
Glissandra is a mahogany glider. This 
endangered species was only found in the 
wild in 1990, living in a small area around 
Mission Beach. This is where Pam Galeano 
lives.  
  
Pam used to be a primary school teacher 
and her passion for nature and local wildlife 
inspired her to start sharing stories about 
these animals.  
  
As well as Glissandra the Glider which came 
first in 2008 there’s Elmo the Orphaned 
Cassowary and Rolley the Crocodile.  
  
But let’s start with her first story published 
in 2008 about Glissandra the Glider.  

Photograph by Pam Galeano 

Myuri introduced our feature author 
Pamela Galeano and her book 

Glissandra the Glider 



Photograph by Mel Aalbers Photograph by Mel Aalbers 
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Celia & Whitfield State School & Trinity Anglican School – White Rock students 

Photograph by Ann Harth 



People who brought a picture book received a raffle ticket for a prize draw. 
Winners received a book voucher from Collins Booksellers, Smithfield. 
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Saga of a Solar System Space-probe   
by William 
  
Blasting off from our homeland Earth 
Out to look for some brand new turf 
Passing by the red planet Mars 
Out towards the unexplored stars. 
  
Past Phobos and Deimos two irregular moons 
The most dangerous stage of my voyage is soon. 
NASA is happy the trip is a success. 
Should we travel-on further?  The director says 
“Yes”. 
  
Jupiter’s next with its swirling storm 
The marbled surface is far from warm. 
Bobbing and weaving and learning their pattern 
Out of the Asteroid Belt towards Saturn 
  
Sampling the gas giant’s rings of dust 
Using its gravity, gaining more thrust. 
Then off-tilt Uranus with crystals of ice 
Mission Control say “Those pictures are nice”. 
  
Most planets are named after Gods of Rome. 
My journey has taken me far from home. 
My mission is over.  I’ve run out of fuel. 
Now all this knowledge you’ll learn in school. 

Photograph by Sonya Bramich 

Finally, Neptune.  The end of the line. 
Since I blasted off, I’ve had a wondrous time! 
Down through the atmosphere, Crash! Bang! Boom! 
Plummeting down to my freezing cold doom. 



Photograph by Mel Aalbers 

Galaxy Wisdom by Abbey 
  
There are many Solar systems around. 
Some are big, others small and round. 
The Milky Way is our galaxy space 
where planets never stay in one place. 
  
Our shiny Sun might be amusing 
but its Solar flares are very confusing. 
Beyond our bright blue atmosphere 
they can damage satellites every year. 
  
The outer gas planets are really massive 
and bloated by their mix of gasses. 
Earth is small but far more dense. 
Our rocky planets make much more sense. 
  
Dwarf planets might be super small 
(just like my friend who’s not really tall). 
There’s five dwarf planets in our system 
but they’ll soon find more – if you want my wisdom! 



The Dwarf Planet Pluto by Tilleah 
 
I think that’s planet Pluto! 
Pluto’s very small, so – 
  
does it orbit round our Sun 
or does it orbit another one? 
  
I wonder if we’ll ever know 
if we were wrong about Pluto. 
  
There’s lots of dwarfs just like you. 
Smaller planets just like you  
  
whose orbits go so very slow 
far away from Sun’s warm glow. 
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Spacey Science by Emily 
  
Let’s go to see some gassy giants 
and learn a little spacey science. 
Jupiter has a cool red dot. 
A pretty stormy Earth-sized spot. 
  
Saturn has some icy rings 
like harp strings singing to the king. 
Blue Neptune doesn’t have a tune 
but cares for fourteen little moons. 
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The Solar System by Giaan 
  
Let’s travel through our Solar System 
taking off like a powerful piston. 
First let’s travel to the Sun 
a star with lots of helium. 
The sun sparks up so burning bright 
it’s like a giant electric light. 
  
Next let’s pass the rocky planets. 
All of them contain some granite. 
Earth is where we love to live. 
It’s where we all can eat and give. 
Mercury, Venus were first on our list 
But I like Mars the last one best. 
  
Let’s go to the planet which has the big ring. 
That gassy wonder is truly king. 
First we’ll fly past Jupiter 
and hope we don’t get stupider.  
Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune 
are all like gassy balloon cartoons. 
  
Now let’s talk of the Milky Way 
That sweep of stars like a curved highway 
with asteroids, comets all zooming above. 
But the Milky Way is the one I love. 
And here we are. One out of a million … 
or maybe even a billion trillion.   
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Our solar system by Annabelle  
 

There I travel, it’s awfully dark  
Then I see a great gleaming spark 
Our Sun’s a bright star I should say 
As I continue to lead the way. 
  

Mercury circling close to the Sun 
I wouldn’t believe it could be much fun 
What traps heat, has thick clouds and hot base? 
Venus! The second planet in space. 
  

Earth has nature, life and seas  
And hasn’t gone past 58 degrees.  
Maybe there’s water, maybe there’s not 
Mars is mostly red dust and rock. 
  
With swirls and twirls what’s far from small? 
Jupiter Yes it’s the biggest of all. 
That great red spot, a perpetual storm 
If you go in there you will get torn. 
  

Swirling gases and liquid patterns  
Make their home on gas giant Saturn 
Bits of ice scattered in Saturn’s rings 
Too cold for a penguin, even with wings. 
  

Uranus ice giant, seventh from the Sun 
It also has rings: seventeen not one. 
Neptune is such a beautiful blue 
Like a splendid sea in a cosmic zoo. 
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My journey has sadly come to an end  
But now I get to see my friend 
There is one space feature I did not list 
A super, special, sparkling bliss. 
  
Our star is extremely hot indeed 
Turning and burning at very high speed 
One last glimpse into great big space 
Oh what a beautiful marvellous place! 
 



Overpowering Space  by Paloma 
  
Planets floating in space 
Responding to gravity’s reach 
The Sun controlling every movement 
Freedom is no longer available in space 
  
Do we all dance to the Sun’s command? 
  
Mars, Saturn, Jupiter 
Pluto, Neptune, Venus 
Mercury, Earth, Uranus 
  
Moons pulled by their planets 
Some forced to follow their ruler 
Scattered with hollows and craters   
Unique landscapes with very turn 
  
Rings, mountains, gas 
Volcanoes, canyons, ice caps 
Soil, desert, seas and lakes 
  
Satellites uncovering secrets 
Asteroids making their mark  
Before their time comes to an end 
This is what we call the overpowering space. 
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A Journey in Space by Frances 
  
I have a dream to go to space  
Because space is an amazing place 
In space, stars shine like little lights 
I’d love to touch their mighty heights. 
  
Ten, nine, eight, seven, six, five, four 
We’re going to leave this Earthly floor 
Three, two, one, we’re blasting off 
We’re going to space! It could be tough. 
  
Flying through Earth’s thin atmosphere 
We’re finally in space, we’re finally here! 
Looking back, what do I see? 
Mercury, Venus and Sun face me. 
  
Moving on to miraculous Mars 
Zoom, and see a heap of stars. 
Flying into the asteroid belt  
mind those little rocks don’t pelt. 
  
Flying through the asteroids 
each one’s a challenge to avoid 
I see the king of the Milky Way  
where Jupiter’s colours swirl and sway. 
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Saturn’s beautiful rings of ice,  
can freeze us all in just a trice 
Next We fly past Uranus 
then Neptune, blue and serious. 
  

And now it’s time to go back home 
as I need to search on Google Chrome 
I must find out about all space. 
Yes Space, the most amazing place. 
 



Picture-Book raffle winners received a book voucher from  
Collins Booksellers Smithfield from Coby 
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With thanks to: 
Sharon Davson for permission to use the image The Story 
Book Garden for this annual event’s poster. 

Holiday Inn Cairns Harbourside for sponsoring the 
Garden Party by providing the beautiful venue. 

Collins Booksellers, Smithfield for providing the book 
voucher prizes for the Picture Book raffle draw. 

Pamela Galeano, our featured Picture-Book author. 

Student authors from Whitfield State School and Trinity 
Anglian School White Rock. 

All poems featured in this file are also published on the 
Your Poems page of the Science Rhymes website. 

Parents Mel Aalbers & Sonya Bramich for photographs.  

Micheline Fitzpatrick & Coby for helping with book 
sales and the picture-book raffle.  
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